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sperity float on sea of oil

when President William
d Taft freed up much of the
r drilling in 1912, the grate-
workers found a handy al-
ve.
it from the start, Taft was
ntry. _
original Indian inhabitants
he oozing seeps to water-
heir boats and baskets,

an oily area,” says Larry
€, vice president of public
for Occidental. “But Elk
5 an anomaly, because it
s the light crude, while all
it is the (less desirable)
rude that is just like tar.”
1e early days of frenzied
. before any environmental
ions were in place, fre-
pills fouled the low-lying
yools.

tandard of living

r, who grew up in Taft and
at Taft College, says dur-
boyhood the town was a

e, with plenty of work and

tandard of living.

g the boom times — in
s, World War 11, the late
d the boomlet brought on
il embargo in 1976 — oil
underwrote some of the
100ls in the state. Even
he Great Depression, Taft
were so good one-third of
uates went on to college,
d with 10 percent of grad-
tionwide.

il derricks were our jun-
5, our playground,” says
ll, a Bakersfield certified
countant who grew up in

/€ youngsters a respite
- relentless heat of sum-
oil workers built Camp
n 200 acres on nearby
intain. It was open to all
, regardless of means.

> camp was almost wrest-

*bished

s at the Smithsonian
nated that the total un-
, including an endow-
uture mending and edu-
rograms, will cost §18.2
fficials plan to raise the
m foundation, corporate,

ed from the town when the county
threatened to sell the land to the
McDonald’s Corp.

Knost says incensed townspeo-
ple, many lifelong residents, held
bake sales to hire a top lawyer to
thwart the plan, and Camp Con-
dor is still a refuge for Taft kids.

What remains unclear, howev-
er, is just how many new jobs the
oil boom will bring to Taft, since

it's likely that some Occident
employees from other states w
be moving to Elk Hills. :
“We are very interested i
forming alliances with local cor
tractors,” Meriage, Occidental
vice president of public affair
says. :
But as for specifics? e
“We'll just have to let the dus
settle,” Meriage says.

11l and public-sector
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If you’ve even thought about buying a new furnace and
air conditioner, now is the time to act. Because of our unusually
warm winter, business has been very sl-0-0-ow (it’s been kind -
of like trying to sell snowblowers in Hawaii!) Bad news for
us, but great news for you. :

Right now, when you buy a deluxe air conditioner, we’ll -
throw in the furnace for an incredibly low $689 (up to $1,800 -
in savings!) Plus, you won’t pay a dime until August 1998! -}
Call 781-2580 today and find out how 4
you can get in on the savings.
Then sit back, relax, and set your
thermostat to tropical comfort,
Hawaiian style. And while
you’re at it, you’ll even
save money on your
utility bills!

Earlybird Bonus

If you act before
February 13, you’ll
receive a Whole
House Humidifier
absolutely free!

Don’t miss out
on this “hot” offer!

6 Months |

No Payments
No Interest
No Kidding?!




